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Fitted Carpets & Vinyl Specialist 
Underlays & Fixings Supplied 
Re-Adaptions & Restretches 
CES TM SEC ad ETT 
Carpets *« Vinyl « Ceramic Tiles 
Pom AN te qo iis feo 


Caversham Aerial Services 
TV Aerials Supplied and Fitted. 
Poor Reception? Old aerials? 
Can't get the new digital channels? 
Give us acall - We can help! 
Phone 0118 9673596 
www.caversham-aerials.co.uk 


Freeview | PEHD 





Thinking of moving? 


For a free valuation or to enquire about 
one of the properties in our varied portfolio 
please contact Richard Beville 


Bb eville 
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Visit our stunning showroom: 
= 8b Portman Road, Reading RGSO 1EA 
| Tel 0118 959 9919 
www.elementskitchens.co.ukK 





wood lane dentistry vy 


\ —— 
Vilvam Chagoni HDS MEDS CSE dd M&e 
Jessica Lee RDS MFDS ROS . 
Claccedio Wollenwenea RDS MEDS F CSE, use MRD 
Dipesh Kethan BOS WEDS ROSBd | 


» Your local family friendly pragtice “"™ 
* Routine general dentistry % 7 

* Affordable dental plans with Denpit 

* Children seen on the NHS 

* Tooth whitening 

* Cosmetic dentistry and Implants 

* Invisable braces 

* Sedation for nervous patients 

* Free parking 


Now taking on new patients 
saturday and evening appointments available 


@& Denpian 


Wood Lane Sonning Common Reading 
Berkshire RG4 9SJ Telephone 0118 9722626 
www. woodlanedentistry.co.uk 


Happy Healthy 


Smiles... 







@ infobeville.co.uk 

@ www. beville.couwk 

t +44 (0)118 924 25 26 

@ 28 Peppard Road 
Sonning Common 
South Oxon RG4 9SU 


SONNING COMMON 
PRE-SCHOOL Oo a 
GROVE ROAD it Sg g @ 


SONNING COMMON 
0118 972 4760 Ox, oo 


We are a happy friendly pre-school 9 
welcoming children from 2 years 

6 months, to come and learn through Q 
play. We have a purpose built building if 
& extensive play garden. 





Morning sessions are 9.00am - 12.00pm 
Afternoon sessions are 12.00pm - 3.00om 
After School Club sessions are 3.00pm - 6.00pm 




















What a lovely summer - | think we have had more sunny days in 2017 than | can 
remember (dare | admit to remembering the summer of 1976)? 


The main feature of this magazine is Chiltern Edge school; an interview with the 
new Headteacher Moira Green and stories from a past and present student of 
their personal experiences of the school, which it is hoped will add and inform 
the campaign to keep the school open. 


There is a follow up to the ‘What makes a village event’ with personal stories 
from the panel of villagers who took part. Gardening features on several pages 
from infant children involved to senior citizens working very hard to enhance the 
look of the village and Bees..... 


The two part story of the communication systems set up for our forces overseas 
concludes and a new one begins; the Civil War in the 17th century and how it 
affected the surrounding area of Sonning Common. 


A book review, news of parish councillors and the library make this issue of the 
magazine very village focussed, which is what we hope 





to achieve. Keep sending in your contributions please. 
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So she isn’t too interested in competition, 
but many of the children are and have 
entered lots of competitions this term. 
Some of the highlights are pictured on this 


page .... 


Quad Kids - On Thursday 8 June Mr 
Andrews CYear 5 teacher) took the Key 
Stage 2 Quad Kids team, representing all 
four junior year groups, to Chiltern Edge for 
the Quad Kids tournament. After lots of 
throwing, running and jumping, they were 
declared the winners and brought the 
trophy back to school! 


Well done to the whole of KS1 and Kites 
who also did excellently and scored lots of 
points in the morning Quad Kids 
competition! 


Sonning Common Primary School had documented the two-year development of their 
‘Outdoor School’ areas, which allow the children to work outside and learn about plants and 
gardening. The students placed a camera stand in each area to take daily photographs of 
the plants as they grew. The photos were then made into a video compilation which showed 
the changes through the season, as well as their outdoor activities. 


The first prize of £700, along with a trophy, went to Sonning Common Primary School. St 
Mary’s School was awarded the second prize of £500 for their ‘Plants and Pollinators’ 
project. The prizes were presented by Mayor of Henley, Councillor Kellie Hinton, who was 
full of praise for the imaginative competitors. 











From mid-July to the end of September 
children across Oxfordshire can join the Animal 
Agents for the Summer Reading Challenge 
2017. These furry, slippery and scaly friends 
are specially trained to use their skills and 
natural instincts to unravel the mystery - with a 
huge helping of fun along the way! 


Read at least six library books of your choice 
over the summer holidays. As you read, you 
will collect stickers to helo narrow down the 
suspects. Complete the challenge to crack the 
case and get your own medal and certificate. 


Join up at your library. It’s fun! It’s free! It’s 
local! 


At Sonning Common we’re running special 
storytimes every Saturday in August, at 10am, 
with crafts to follow, and home-made cakes 
for sale. 


Come and join us when you can! 


(There is also a Summer Reading Challenge 
for adults) 


For more information about any of these 
events, contact the library on 972 2448 


Other events are also being organised by the 
Friends during the week to celebrate the joy of 
libraries so please make a date in your diary. 


Friday 6 October: there will be a FoSCL Quiz 
in the village hall. Tickets are £20 per team (a 
maximum of six people). Doors open at 7.15 
for the 7.30 start. Tickets will go on sale from 
September Ist and are available from the 
library, Occasions and from FoCSL direct at 
friendsofsonningcommonlibrary@gmail.com 


Tuesday 10 October: a talk, “The Writer’s Life” 
by two local authors. Vera Morris specialises in 
crime novels and Tom Fort, who writes 
non-fiction. Come along to the library and hear 
about the practicalities of being a writer, the 
joys and the disappointments. Tickets will be 
£5 and include a glass of wine. 7pm fora 
7.30pm start. Space will be limited so please 
book early. Please see above for buying 
tickets. The Friends had a successful stall at 
the SC primary school summer fete, making 
£170, which will help with craft resources in the 


library as well as going towards new books. 


It is now three years since a group of 
volunteers began supporting the library. We 
had a pleasant social evening in early July, 
getting to know each other a little better away 
from the toil of re-shelving. If anybody wants 
to join the band of volunteers please get in 
touch with the library or direct on the FoSCL 
email address above. 


We have also just reached the first anniversary 
of our FoSCL subscription scheme, which 
raises much needed funds to fill the gap left by 
cuts in the county council’s book budget. It 
costs only £10 a year to become a member of 
the Friends and to do your bit to support a 
vital and much loved facility in the village. We 
are now recognised by HMRC as a charitable 
organisation for tax purposes so can collect 
gift aid on any payments. If you would like to 
become a friend (which does not require any 
volunteering) please please get in touch. 








FRIENDS of Sonning Common Library 





The choir sang an emotional rendition of 
Simon and Garfunkel’s ‘Bridge Over 
Troubled Water’ dedicated to the Grenfell 
Tower victims, with Nottakwire donating 





to the disaster fund in support. All 
proceeds, £1,125 from ticket sales went to 
Sonning Common charities. Cakes and a 
wine raffle were enjoyed by the audience. 


The receiving charities are the Health 
Centre £200, First Responders £400, Club 
SC £200, SC Magazine £150 and Hearing 
Dogs for Deaf People £200. 
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Moores Painting, Decorating & 
General Maintenance Services 


Spruce up your Home & Garden! 
5% Discount when you quote: SCMAG 


We invite you to contact us for a free, no 
obligation quotation. 
Call: 01189 722002 or 07595 906940 
Web: 


Pilates Matwork 
Group Reformer 


BarreConcept 
Ballet Barre 


Yoga 


FAM!LY FUN DAY 


© Beacon Flooring 


A Family Run Business 


Carpet Wood 
Karndean Vinyl 


Free fitting on carpet orders over £150 


16 High Street, Goring. 01491 454095 
beaconflooring@aol.co.uk 
WYAVTAWA oY=F-Leelalivexelalire Raemel 


FIRST CHOICE FOR 
BUILDING SUPPLIES THE PROFESSIONAL 


e Competitive Trade e Bricks/Blocks 
Pricing /Aggregates 
| » Bulk Bags ¢ Trade Shop 
 e Specialist Insulation e Plenty of Parking 
~_ Stockists ¢ Web Offers! 
“ e Indian Sandstone 


Sat Nav *Terms and 


(@oyareliaieyars 
apply 


Events include: 
AFRICAN DRUMMER = CRAFT STALLS 


ROKE & BENSON BRASS BAND = FIRE ENGINES 
PROFESSIONAL FREESTYLE FOOTBALLER 


A davis tate Your local estate agent, supporting local people all year round. 


ALL PRopeRTY matters Contact Davis Tate on 0118 972 4242 or email sonningc@davistate.com 
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Full contmet lens service 
Free specs for children 


Extensive range of 
designer frames 

Niain agent for “Aciss 
and Rodenstock lenses 
Free porking 


0118 947 2099 


WA rovisiny: Mmes co.uk 




















i Church St, Caversham, Reaching (opposite Waitrose) 


Time 4 Pilates. x 


Want to look and feel great!| 





Try Pilates — controlled, yet gentle exercise 


Classes in ent ing Common area 


Including a Ant ‘e arid E Post Natal 


Mondays / Tuesdays / Thursdays 
Beginners and Intermediates 
Max 12 in Group (6 in Pregnancy classes) 
Private sessions also available 


Christine Brook — Member of Body Control Pilate 
Ring OF 789 71i7OL?7 or ema 


HAVING A CLEAR OUT 


Your local antique dealer is 


always keen to buy 
Clocks, Watches, Instruments, Silver Items, 
Walking Canes, Jewellery & Precious Metals 
And All Old & Unusual Items 


HENLEY ANTIQUES 


House Calls by Appointment 
0118 924 2582 07768 918501 


frednickson@henleyantiques.com 





Kidbys Sheds 
Simply The Best 


28 Kennylands Road —- Sonning Common - Reading 
A Shed Should Be For Life 
Sizes from 4ft x 3ft Up to 30ft x 20ft 


Bespoke doors and window arrangements with building 
colour choices. Fully Insulated Home Offices 


Contact Michael Loades or Peter Kay 


Tel: 0118 972 3380 
Email: sales@kidbys.co.uk 


Red Kite Electrical 


Top quality electrical work for Sonning 
Common and the South Chilterns since 2006. 
All sizes and types of work undertaken. 





sparks@redkiteelectrical.co.uk 
www.redkiteelectrical.co.uk 
0118 907 1834 


0788 273 7402 
10 Onslow Gardens, Caversham 


Adams Cars 


Your Local Taxi Service 


Taxis - Chauffeurs - Minibuses - Executive Cars 


Rail & Airport Services / Parties / Weddings 
Theatres / Hospitals / Sporting Events 


0118 966 4000 


Office: Manor Farm, Peppard Common, RG9 5LA 
info@adams-cars.com 
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Volunteer for Oxfordshire’s Water-Blitz 


Volunteers needed for one day only! 
Monday 2 October 


Picture for Oxfordshire. 
For your free Sampling pack register today by emailing hilary@ 
Wildoxfordshire.org.uk Subject "Waterblitz” 
EarthWatch have volunteered to handle the data and map 
all results on their global Water-hub with the resulting 
data available to everyone involved. 
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EXPERT HELP AND FOOT CARE FOR: 


® Corns and calluses ®@ Cracked Heels ® Toenail 
problems @ Verrucae ® Foot pain (including 
heel and ball of the foot pain) ® Foot infections 
® Bunions ® Hammer toes @ Orthotics 


® Clearanail™ treatment for fungal toenails 
® Nail surgery for ingrowing toenails 
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For Appointments Tel 0118 9572102 
Fawley Surgery 
12 Coley Avenue 
Reading RG1 6LQ 
www.undeniably-podiatry.co.uk 


The COLLEGE 
B, of PODIATRY 





Family Hairdressing 
any age & any style 


...--and all in the comfort of your 
own home...... 


Ring Maureen on 


0118 972 1074 


sonning Common Pet Care 
At Home Pet Care 
when you are on holiday or at work 


Cats 


Small Pets 


Dog Walking 


Puppy Visits 


Please call Alison for further information 
Tel 0118 9722948 / OT787 114536 











A Water Softener 
would be your solution 


Compass Water Softeners 


SALT, SALES, SERVICE, INSTALLATION 
0118 972 3773 01189410869 0796 700 9838 


Email: martin@compasswatersofteners.co.uk 





r INSURANCE APPROVED 
| DOORS & WINDOW LOCKS SUPPLIED & FITTED, 
CHANGED OR UPGRADED (ess021) 


DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL PREMISES 
DIGITAL LOCKS « BARS 


| FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTE 
— SCOVERED =f) CALL LL ET SERVICE 








Keech Lane, Ros SOPX * " Woodcate NT. Reading | 
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MOIRA GREEN 


HEADTEACHER OF CHILTERN EDGE SCHOOL 


py ROS VARNES 


Her first month in the job was 
characterised by a relentless round 

of meetings with students, parents, 
teaching colleagues and those she 
really needed to convince of the 
school’s bright future - the decision- 
makers at Oxfordshire County Council. 


She knows the transformation challenge 
is great but her drive to achieve it is 
undeniable. 


Miss Green is not new to the area. 
Fourteen years ago she was Head of 
Music at Langtree School in Woodcote. 
Since then Miss Green has taken ona 
range of leadership roles within school 
management teams around the country, 
most recently as Interim Headteacher 
at Darlington School of Maths and 
Science. 


At the heart of her philosophy is the 
idea that a good education can reveal 

a plethora of opportunities for young 
people receptive to learning. She is 
keen to lead and inspire her students as 
she was led and inspired by mentors as 
a child. 


Originally from Liverpool, Miss Green 
was the first person in her family to 
attend university. Her non-academic 
parents, who left school at 14, produced 
three Cambridge University scholars 
and a talented musician (Miss Green), 


who went to the Royal Northern 
College of Music and Lancaster 
University. 


At age of 16, jazz trumpet player Miss 
Green performed with the late drummer 
and bandleader, Eric Delaney, at the 
Royal Albert Hall in London. It was the 
generosity of spirit of her music tutors 
together with their encouragement and 
support that shaped her as a person 
and as an educator, she explains. 


“If you really inspire a young person 
to find the talent within themselves 
and they have a positive experience 
of education, you create purposeful 
citizens who later want to give 

something back to the community.” 


Miss Green’s first impression of Chiltern 
Edge was of a really friendly school 
where students were incredibly kind to 
one another. 


When considering how much the 
education landscape has changed in 
recent years, Miss Green believes that 
by keeping pace with such changes 
Chiltern Edge could become great 
again very quickly. “If staff get the right 
training, we test students regularly and 
we focus our teaching and learning on 
key subject areas the results will come,” 
she says. 


Miss Green Is clear on what she needs 
to do for the school to achieve greater 
success: develop a forensic knowledge 
of exam specifications in key subject 
areas so that it is clear how to improve 
grades; and to engage with the school 
and wider community to keep spirits up. 


Events such as EdgeFest, where 
students display to the community 
their musical and creative talents, are 





very important for morale, she believes. 
Last term she organised the first in a 
series school lectures by her brother Dr 
Andrew Green, a physicist and Director 
of the Institute of Nanotechnology. 


The introduction of a new school 
uniform is another essential change, as 
far as Miss Green is concerned. From 
September 2017 students will wear navy 
blazers with grey trousers and skirts. 


“The school uniform is an outward 
expression of an inward attitude. 

A business-like uniform signals an 
expectation of professional standards. 
/f you look at any school! that has been 
on a transformational journey the first 
thing that was done was to change the 
uniform,” she says. 


Miss Green has been given until 
October for the ‘green shoots’ 

of improvement to appear. Then 
Oxfordshire County Council staff and 
councillors will return to the school 
to check that the school’s action plan 
for improvement is delivering on its 


promises. 





SG MAGAZINE 


MIY-NAME-1S DUNGAN ANDREW. 
AND |'M A MUSICIAN IN READING 


I) 








=F 


SAVE 
OUR EDGE 


ania dee 


a ae 


Some people might think of it as a 
small, trashy school filled with small- 
minded, trashy people. Well, | can 
assure those people, with all my heart, 
that this assumption is far from the 
truth. In fact, many people would say it 
is absolute nonsense, myself included, 
as |ama pupil at Chiltern Edge. 


To me, Chiltern Edge School has 
always been a grounded community, 
offering comfort, security and great joy 
throughout my time there. Naturally, 
someone who has not attended the 
school would not have experienced 
this and would be judging it from the 


OXFORDSHIRE COUNTY 
COUNCIL 
BREAKING YOUNG 
HEARTS & MINDS 


‘appalling’ Ofsted report which recently 
came to general attention. 


Unfortunately, the Ofsted report 

was indeed a great disappointment 

to my school, especially since many 
consider that it is not at all an accurate 
representation of our school’s work and 
students. But it is what it is and now 
our school is doing what it can to fix 
the situation with the support of many 
others, including a very capable and 
assertive new headteacher: Miss Green. 
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The whole school is well aware of the 
many changes that are being made 
and everyone is doing their best to fit 
in with these changes. One is the new 
school uniform which, personally, | am 
quite excited about as | would love to 
see our school look smart in blazers and 
a tie (even if it is a clip on). They are 
also offering us Summer School which 

| would be happy to attend as it is for 
the benefit of my education and GCSEs 
next year. 


On the whole, things are looking quite 
positive for our school and | can’t wait 
to start the next school year. And to 
those of you who might’ve made any 
negative assumptions about our school, 
| really hope I’ve made you look at it ina 
different light as it is truly a great school 
which | am proud to be a part of. 


[/ cuRTAINS, \\ 
|// BLINDS, PELMETS) 
/ TIE BACKS ETC. 


ALL AT COMPETITIVE 
PRICES 


CALL CAROLINE ON 
0118 954 2448 
OR 
0781 561 0007 


Kennylands Gymnastics 
(formally Thames Valley 
Gymnastics Club) offer 
a range of classes for 
boys and girls of all 
ages. Classes cater 
for preschool, recreation, 
freestyle gymnastics as well 
as competitive gymnastics for those who 
express the talent and desire. Parties are 
also available on weekends and we even 
provide an opportunity for adults who wish to 
have a go themselves. 


Contact us: Kennylands Gymnastics 

Bird Wood Court, Sonning Common, Oxon, RG4 9RF 
T: 0118 9724 401 / 07846 185 905 

E: kennylandsgymnastics@hotmail.com 
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TREE CARE 


- All Aspects of Tree Surgery 
a a (=Yo(e(- Orsi atiare, 
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- Private and Commercial 


0118 9721003 07813 586735 
info@heightstreecare.co.uk 
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WE UNDERTAKE ALL TYPES 
OF BUILDING WORK 


x ase 
DING EXTENSIONS 


DING RENOVATION 


Wa 
OER AM AXS " 


sem & INSTALLATIONS 


"WWW .AMAXE .CO.UK ® 





Ej www.facebook.comn/AMAXS 


Tel: 01189 724 794 Mob: 0784 068 1057 — 


E: info@amaxs.co.uk 


SPRUCE MAINTENANCE SERVICE 


For all your property maintenance requirements: 
Decorating - inside and out 
Paper Hanging 
Carpentry - including door easing & hanging 

Wall & Floor Tiling & Silicone Renewal 
Plumbing - leaking taps etc. 

¢Patio’s, Landscaping & Garden Design 
Hedge Cutting & Planting 


Pass on your TO DO list 
ROB SMITH Tel: 0118 972 4560 


Graham Blake 


soft furnishing 


Loose Covers 
Curtains Quilted Bedspreads 


Conservatory Blinds 


Re-upholstery Tracks & Poles 
Carpets Plantation Shutters 


TEN YEAR GUARANTEE 
For personal, helpful service, please telephone 


01844 261 769 
07802 213 381 
www.grahamblake.com 
Established Family Business 





BRIDGES 


Independent Estate Agents 


If youre considering selling, or are 
simply curious about the value 

of your property, contact Briages 
fora free market appraisal 


We continue to experience a high demand for 
all types of property in Sonning Common and 
surrounding villages. Situated within the heart 
of Caversham we have an extensive database 


brimming with prospective buyers searching for 
homes in your area. 


For your convenience we're available for 
evening and weekend appointments, and 
look forward to hearing from you. 
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1 Church Road Caversham Reading RG4 7AA 
Email post@bridgesproperty.co.uk 





2121 
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www, brdgesproperty co.uk 
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0118 946 2121 





WHAT MAKES A VILLAGE? 


Three stories written as a follow-up to the evening held in the village hall in April 2017 


MY SUMMARY WOULD BE .. 


Sitting like a rabbit in a spotlight, 

| waited patiently for Tom to put 
the same questions to me as the 
other panel members - but he 

id gio) el-veMant-mel om Aidem-Mal-\ ame (eC--14 le) am 
He asked ‘What don’t you like 

Fy exolUimaal- Mardi it-lel- rae keleemanleiys 

have guessed that | fit the profile 
ro} xe [hX-Jahac-lalevalex-vemanl(elel (-tr-lel=ve, 
business man!’. 


This was really a hard question to answer, 
because in reality there is very little to 
ol], <ours] oko ehmmeteyalaliarem@xe)aaleale)amem-lare 

this was reflected and amplified by the 
Tle lls) ales ia aromelatclaliaarelersi yal a-vaalialeraxe. 

us all that - despite some minor gripes - 
ld aliSMISMro IN ayo] INVARG Ala DVAlalemexo)aalaalelaliavan alan’ 
lalct~] ars] ale mrs ies) ©) @iemmele)alaliarem exelaalaatelal 
doesn’t seem to suffer with some of the 
negative issues of larger towns where the 
esto) ©) [=m] a=me[=lalsl asl \yarol alee yaalele lcm) alemercla 
be relatively lonely. 
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mom ianl ©) Co)v.cm a al=mvdlltolelsvrcl atom malicme)colelelaie 


some quite interesting discussions and 
ideas. However, walking home from the 
meeting later | realised that this was 
quite a clever and leading question. It 
laatclolsmaalcm acto isi-muatclmsrelalalialem exolanlaateya 
is quite unique. It really has everything 
most of us need, and there are many 
areas where people can get involved with 
al=\ ars ale M=).4 114) Alem ©) ge)(=\e1ncm lm al=\’AnV\c>] alan aoe 


| was very impressed to learn about the 
Wo) 0] alk=i>) acm Wats am cele) @r-]nu=)ann alsmecoaalaalel alia’, 
lao mele aucielagelelaleliate me) aal-lallaistcnmm malstsi>) 
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the village and are professional in their 
approach. There is an ever present 
(of=Tn ats late mke) au aale)a=m el=1e)e)(-m Kom al=)| OMemsTe) 

(ojo) ole) ane alldi=tom=>. 411mm ke) are) anyelalsmaiae 
available time and skills. 


Finally, Diana asked us all to spare the 

id fants) aC M=3NK@) aun KOMY\)(=1(e(0) pals mal=\\\\an el-1e) eli 
that settle in the village (possibly as a 
result of the current development going 
on around the perimeter). This was an 
atsi eli acxomlel=t-par-]alemarolamsre)palsiaalialemmar-le 
considered before. I’m guilty of feeling 
slightly resentful of the development that 


latchsms Ols\=) ake) geist MU) ole)amcro)alaliarem@re)anlanrela 
- but the residents of the new homes still 
need to feel welcome. It can be hard 

to integrate when you first arrive in a 
village, and | am sure that we can really 
make people feel valued and appreciated 
MiVAi a ali a mele) axe] ce)VVlale mexe)aalanlelaliavAmy-ViMis 
takes is a friendly ‘hello’ when you pass 
someone in the street - and an effort to 


olisyexe)V.-) anole aecolanlaalelamiaincia-Sincen | 


DAVID JERRAM 


| think what makes a village is the community attitude - friendliness, care for each other and pride in the local 
Vandi ce) alent=Jol Mmm al-metelacelelaleliatemecolelaivavs-y(e(-m-ma-t-]ihamlaelele)at-lal mm xem oal(-M cele Mam |-M [-m-M-y-) al1-Meo) mm el) Colalel late Mm mu -vals 

to secondary school in the village and was born three miles away in Caversham Park Village - for extended 
reX=\ d Lolo f-me) mal aal=M Mm al-h'{-m ol-\-10Mr-lar-lucch’arelalemoleluma-t-)IAVAMc-]LC(-mm el-)iale Mod (ext Rom da ley-t-M\dnlom-la-m lanl erelat-)i Mm kom til-e 

ate WAlatemat-lemedalilela-leMiamant-m ali tcle (=P Mmat-\'c-moleliiamyc-Va’mcjacelalemia(-Valel-vol| esmaalcelecelam-laix-m-lalem eles] aat-1t-] me] cele] el-w-) 
"(1 | kom ole Cel (=) ame] cele] osm] ale dal-m (olet-] me) g-tr-tolalere) m-lalem eldinit-la'A 


| feel it also pertinent to say that the local amenities are absolutely crucial in cementing the community; when 
ViVsi Oto] ales) ale) OMt= | ale Mo 1aK=) ale me leleike) acm-| ale mc1el alole) om al=t~] 4 ©) Anel0] au al>varelciall ekcm=> | ale Mu alossi=me) mele] axel ali lol a=lalmel=ve)lamexalalaacli NVA 


and encourage us to stay. My son is now ten; | count among my best friends the people | met on the ante- natal 
classes | attended at the Health centre. These classes were stopped by the time | had my daughter, now seven, but 
again, | have fabulous friends that | met through the post-natal classes 

| attended with her, again within the village. These too have now 
stopped. There is a slow encroachment on our fabulous local resources; 


id alo wel el<1] ale ke) mn al=mel alice a-1amcmex=lald @-mr~] arom ale) /aidal=m ual g-to1an Kom @laliiualaal 
Edge; | hope as a community, we can keep the services we need. 


CAROLINE JONES 


IMAGINE THIS ... 


| aemeY =] ol K-Venlol-Vam borodoM- Vale man vemicelelate| 
aatsLaat=Xek-m-la-m cere) diate mice) at- Mm aleleni= 

om olUnYMY al daliaMmin’,-me) me-ip @anll (= -ie) i 
X=¥ele late mesalhc-1e-Ji a mG med alelelam cey-le| 
then), where he will be teaching. 
They have no car - just two old 

ol] (=s-Meme= ale Mm dalelecelaMmaal-\\acemelelan| 
been students at the university and 
know the town well, have never 
ventured far beyond the River 
Thames. They are on the top of a 

ro fol} o) (=e (-Yol.¢-) au olUl-m-lalemal-t-lellale) 
into what feels like ‘the sticks’. 

Bm at- WAC) dlole mova: Mm aleleri-mlam- mali tele l= 
ror=} 1 (=Xe MeLo)alaliate meCelaalealeliMitckm el-\-10 
arranged. It’s quite an adventure. 


We knew we wanted to live ina 

WAI Is keke) ausiaalcliisiameelaalaalelaliavarc)aremaalc 
house looked fine - at least on paper. 
NVAVLow arco eloluame| coli aamelomiameg-leliale)ats) 
felroudl | asm eele) @nvAl i= le [-\smrem palsmnalactomaalilsys 
{O10 ]40me)m Or] anle)dlelel=mmalst-] anu alcmrclanlelels 

(CT gla kel also) k=) era) ATOM nahn ale l}el~) arom alclemol=\-10 
evacuated in the war to Broadway, of 
arexe)anlek-) ¢-1 0) [=m Oxo le-\ 0) (om el=1- 101 a2 


| think it was that bus journey between 
Barolo ale malar mere) alalialem xelaalanrelamear-ie 
oX=1e r=] am KO Mn\/,0) 4 are) a ele] aul aat-le]iar-1ale) alse mals) 
lovely woods and hills in the distance 


_ looked so promising, and when we 


arrived we liked the houses, which 
seemed to be well spaced apart and 
ours was in the style that appeared all 
over the village: bays on either side of 
a central front door - very comfortable- 
looking. We liked the feel of the house 
and decided to buy it. The three- 
quarter-acre garden was the clincher 

if we’d had any doubts. It was, and still 
is, a wonderful space, with a huge lawn 
KetoXolialem nom |ame)aeiat-1ae me) man au liana q-\-\°er-] ale 
near the house were three cherry trees. 
There was also a large black-painted 
wooden barn with a hayloft and room for 
a horse and cart below. 


We explored the area and were amazed 
to find so many retail outlets and (a real 
ole) al eis) MANZOMS1el alexe) seme) al-miald amo Gal aValale) 
community centre, newly built, and a 
fanlelelame)(el=) ane) diaat=]avacie alece) i iamelel al cey-le mm 
wasn’t to know it at this stage, but within 
id alomanrelalsam mi {-\om] ©) ele) alastomuemustololam-| aur]: 


@ialiiksl dam =telel-m-lalem aelal-lam-\\-lallalemeltsisicp 


me) @nsie cola t- ssi nals] i mexe)aalanlelaliavamuals 

oxo) ahV.=lall=)alesme) md alm) ale) ©) eliale mic mcle lel airs 
bonus. We discovered two small grocers 
and two larger ones. Mr West in Wood 
Lane was delighted to deliver whatever 

io) gol=Vaa\o mu aelaamaa\’alidai=m aleln>)elele).em ca. 
Bol CoV AVAl Ol AatoLO a] ©) Ol=t~] A=1e MANO me) anual ast= 
times a week, as did the milk. A cobbler 
worked away in his shed by the Wood 
Lane to Grove Road alley. Dr Hemphill’s 
SIU] ROL] AVANYVEckom a aalom OLUl Kol lale male) /melerele) e)[=re| 
by FISH. Kidby’s fencing workshop 

was where it is now and Josey’s coal 
outlet is now Josey Close. There was 

a motor workshop garage, a chemist, 
two butchers, a post office which 
doubled as a toy shop, a draper’s shop, a 
hairdresser’s and a newsagent. Heath and 
Watkins, glory be, was there too! 


It’s hard to imagine, but cows grazed in 
the field at the bottom of our garden; 
Westleigh Drive and Rowan Close had 
V{=1 Wn KOM Ol=M OU] | lem @) al- mantle) galialem\iomoNiLe) <>) 
to find that a whole herd of cows had 
'o) ge) <=) alm ai>) ALON G=t-),4-10 mi at= \Velome)amelel a 
precious lawn by walking through to 
Grove Road, where people appeared to 
corral them eventually into the school 
ele W Ae gelelatel 


‘O@)alsmo)mna alow antsliamue)e) core) mere) an{-)ast-)a lela 
back then used to centre around septic 
tanks and the lack of gas. We hadn’t 
taken any of this on board when we 
oxelU le] al mele) au alelUlsi-¥m@)al=te).4/alemDY- Nal losoloe 
with a houseful of curious relatives, we 
experienced the joys of an overflowing 
imo) a) aula Galo aalrolel(-me)maalcmroh\\iala-Vimualcysi=) 
experiences made for an interesting life, 
at least. 


BM alswbolel@}<m eo) gelelel aime) a=t-lanelat-lalel=ssy 

Roads were made up and street lighting 
aksims] |(=xemm alalanarclarelsmncer-lem a-ss}le(=1a las 
gave up some of their front gardens to 
facilitate the widening of the road, and 

eli maatelalals) axe) macs) ISH =) alelstomre] ale m alstelelsts 
were realigned. Grove Road had been just 
gue) e)(=¥m eo) g-(eiuler-] | \yanlanl eLessi<1] eo) (=m nem aleNAlerola> 
in the dark, especially with a pushchair. 
Now, in 1963, we had a smart new road. 


Yo) al aliaremexelanlaare) aM \s-)omel als lalelialemrsisia 
Red House Drive and the Pye estate 


were built, and then the Wimpey estate 
anil gclelellolels) hvara) ©) el=t> 1421 mrolel gessioana al) 
PXevo) of= 140m Also al Natsu ele) elUlt-lale)amelelele)(-1e 
and the newcomers were young and 
brought a vitality to the place and, what’s 
anle)asva lo) acme) mel ali cel a=)aMke)axelel are) Za mcem e)i-)\, 
Viva a Lean aToK@ Ml @l=\=lamt-]am=)(e(=)a haere) aalaalelaliayZ 
but previously had been enlivened by 

the building of the Crowsley Way and 
Ashford Avenue estates, which had 
felge)vslol=to mm ele) e)] smnxe) amu al=m ©) dlaat-lavacie alere)| 
[elem @vallins\ dal =elel-Mm ol0l] lmmno mere) ol-maiuamaal= 
expected bulge. Now, in 2017, most of the 
Saas liksl@xelsims(eialsvom alelelsi-som-] ale melelalel-IKe)/Vss 
have gone. Houses, ours included, 

have been extended and the spaces in 
between that we so enjoyed have been 
replaced with houses in all manner of 
architectural styles. 


So, we have stayed put while our 
environment has totally changed. We, of 
course, now have a car and the old bikes 
have gone. Our garden still gives us much 
pleasure and even that has evolved. My 
husband still teaches part time in the 
University, albeit at Whiteknights now, 

re Jale mms laamciai iim or-lialaiareme\i ich ars laremnct-leialiale 
art to adult pupils at Christ the King hall. 
el Ule] alam ef-|aune|aalsmrolanual=m ©) dlaal=|avacrealere)| 
for nearly 30 years and | often see around 
the village some of those children | once 
ito 10 ke) al eam aY@)\\Van (ole) -4| ale ml alel a=v-is}/ ale] Nvamanllelel iat 
le [arom Ole amdalgs\omelalilelasvam-laus)alelsemelela 
Kotor] {oi alole) seam WYNN als \V,-mk el A1@)S1=1 0 ROMO) glare) 
Ulomaal=iianrelaaliitcssmiam(olael-meiaissom-) ave me)ala 
chose the ‘real’ old-fashioned village 

fe) e)arelar 


Tales) o)in=we) mn al=¥ar-[oi mad arolemstelalall atom @xo)aalaatola 
is ‘the village that never was’, to us it feels 
NL <oo) alsvars | ale ts Ismexo) anlaalelavial=ssme (om ualicme) ale 
takes some beating. @ 


PAULINE TWYMAN 





Did you know that there are more than 
250 different species of bees? They fall 
into two broad categories - social bees 
and solitary bees. 


As their name suggests, social bees 
live In groups. Honeybees are among 
the most sociable, with a single 
beehive accommodating 50,000 bees 
in the height of summer. Bumblebees 
are also social, but live in smaller 
groups of 50-150. In both cases the 
queen bee lays all the eggs. Social 
bees are a common sight in our 
gardens and if you look carefully you 
might be able to spot some of these 
species in the pictures on the right. @ 


Solitary bees, on the other hand live 


on their own, sometimes underground, 


or in walls, on cliff faces, in old wood 
etc. A female solitary bee builds her 
nest and provides food for her young 
without the help of any worker bees. 
Although they are self-sufficient many 


solitary bees appear to live in colonies, 


because the bees like to make their 
nests close to each other in a suitable 
piece of habitat. Here are a few you 
might see in your garden. © 


Banded white-tailed 
bumblebee 








———— SM 


Common Carder bee 


Hairy-footed flower bee 


is 





Red mason bee 





Early bumblebee 





Honeybee 


Morning bee 








Red-tailed bumblebee 





Leafcutter bee 


The majority of British species of 
solitary bees nest in the ground, 
excavating their own nest. The female 
builds the nest by herself. She adds 
pollen to the nest chamber, which has 
been moistened with nectar, and lays 
an egg. She then seals off that section 
of the nest before moving onto the next 
chamber. 


Of all the bees found in Britain, the 
two species we probably talk about 
most are Bombus (bumblebee) and 
Apis Mellifera (honeybee). 


Although honeybees are found in 

the wild, the majority are now kept 

in manmade beehives and are cared 
for by commercial and hobbyist 
beekeepers. There has been a 
considerable growth in beekeeping as 
a hobby over recent years, and in the 
Sonning Common area we are well 
supplied. 


All species of bees feed by gathering 
nectar and pollen from flowers and 

in doing this they play a vital role in 
plant pollination. If you go into your 
garden on a sunny day you can watch 
the bees at work. You will quickly 
notice that different types of bees are 


drawn to different plants. For example 


bumble bees are particularly partial 
to lavender, whilst honeybees love 
nasturtiums. This variation is quite 
deliberate as the size of bee and the 
length of its proboscis determines 
which plants it can visit most 
productively. 


Honeybees have a particularly 
interesting way of reproducing. The 
colony as a whole decide that they 
need a new queen. Steps are taken to 
convert a normal worker bee larva to 
a queen bee larva and when the time 
is right about a quarter or more of 
the colony population fly away with 
the old queen to set up a new home. 


This is referred to as swarming. It is a 
wonderful sight to watch a swarm of 
bees emerge from a hive and fly away 
into a nearby tree or bush to regroup. 
The bees are calm at this time and are 
very unlikely to sting because they 
have gorged themselves on honey 
before departing as they don’t know 
when they will get their next meal! 
Being so full of honey means they 
cannot physically bend their body 

in the right way to use the sting. A 
swarm usually pauses for a while ina 
location quite close to the hive and 
then flies onwards towards a suitable 
site to set up home. This might be ina 
chimney, under the eaves of a roof, or 
in a tree or a bush. Once happy with 


their new home the worker bees make 


some wax comb and the old queen 
starts laying eggs again. 


If you find a swarm please don’t 
destroy it under any circumstance. 
Call Reading Beekeepers Association 
who will arrange for someone local 
to come and collect it (see resources 
right). 


If you find a bumble bee nest you 
should try not to disturb it. Bumble 
bees are not aggressive and only set 
up home for a season and so they will 
be gone by the autumn. They will not 
do any harm to buildings and so try 
to leave a small hole to allow them 
access to their nest and close it up 

in the winter when you are sure they 
have left (see resources below for 
more information). 


If you see solitary bees, try to leave 
them alone. They will not do any 
harm and they will not sting. The red 
mason bee for example, which you 
will typically see in the pointing of 
your brickwork, is an endangered 
solitary bee and is a great pollinator, 
calculated to be between 120 and 
200 times more efficient than the 
honeybee. 


Ce SD 





We need all our bees and they are 
busy doing good things for us so it 
is important that we allow them the 
freedom they need. 


The links below are to a number of 
pictorial resources that you might like 
to use to help identify the bees you 
see In your garden. @ 


SUE REMENY! 


RESOURCES 


There is a great bee identification guide 
for bees you are likely to see in your 
garden from The Friends of the Earth 
https://www.foe.co.uk/bee-count/great- 
british-bee-count-bee-identification-guide 


Download a colourful poster showing 
common British bee species 


http://www.bbowt.org.uk/sites/bbowt. 
live.wt.precedenthost.co.uk/files/files/ 
bees.pdf 


More about Bumblebee nests 


http://www.buzzaboutbees.net/bee-nest- 
removal-bumblebee.html 


Contacting Reading Beekeepers 
Association 


http://www.rbka.org.uk/swarms 
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Plumbing, Electrics, Decorating, 
Woodwork, Roofing, Brickwork, Drains, 


Kitchens and Bathrooms 
All Exterior, Groundworks and Garden work 


Property Management & Lettings 
Please call Roger on O7752 759908 


r WIRE = Set invan dy llic village locatign, our amall, friendly 
ay a preschool creates a very apectal environment 


AA, f af 7) for children guided by a team of hight! «talified, 

= et | AS canng Staff. Please contact us for cdetalls 
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With excellent links to Kidimore End a7 





Primary School and only 5 minutes ~ eee = Lance ree 
from Caversham, Sonning Common, 
Paopaind and Ermer Green, 





Whatever you want 
to store... 


...for whatever reason - house sale and 
purchase not coinciding, travelling, house 
building work, paperwork overload or just 
“de-cluttering” to sell your house more 
quickly - we offer a friendly and flexible 
service at Shiplake. 


With competitive rates, secure 
storage all on one level and 
hassle free 24/7 access, 
contact us now! ot WITH Coy. 









SE, 
»s, 


Only 10 minutes 
drive from 
Sonning Common 
in Shiplake 






BARN 
STORE 


HIGH-SECURITY STORAGE 


01189 404163 


www.barn-store.co.uk 








Computer repairs 





Specialist in home-user & small business support: 


Virus removal, slow computer, data backup, 


data recovery, booting problems, hardware diagnosis 


Over 10 years experience 


0 0759 898 3292 [<] jason@millwardit.co.uk 


millwardit.co.uk 


Laurence Hansen 


Household and Property Services 


Carpentry, Plumbing & Tiling 
Painting & Decorating 
Concrete & Brickwork 

Fences, Sheds & Greenhouses 
Irrigation systems 

Projects & Repairs 


07792 477784 info@thewoods.myzen.co.uk 


Wood View, Reades Lane, Gallowstree Common 





We have been trading in the village for 
over 60 years 


i SF OnNSORS 


We hawe oki fashioned triendly Service 


We can't stock everything bat we can 
get oaost things for your pet! 


We deliver free on orders over £25.00 


(OME AN DSEE US Tt 








www.petcountrysu lies.co.uk 


SAVE MONEY WITH 


CHECK OUT 


THE MONTHLY 


OFFERS AT 
OUR SHOP 
OR 
WEBSITE 





Parish new 


NEW ERA FOR THE VILLAGE 





PARSE 
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A FRESH PAIR OF EYES 
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HOW TO MAKE THE BEST OF 
THE CONS 





The Village News is a mixture of social 
history and historical geography. The 
author ranged fairly far and wide, from 
Troutbeck in traditional Westmorland 
and Chopwell in what was County 
Durham to Luccombe in Somerset and 


Chelsfield on Kent’s border with London. 


In addition to Sonning Common, Fort 
takes in other local villages like Twyford 
(where he lived as a boy) and Three 
Mile Cross in Berkshire, East Hendred, 
North Moreton and Juniper Hill in 
Oxfordshire, and Eversley, just over the 
Hampshire boundary. A common factor 
in his choice of many villages appears 
to have been dictated by the existence 
of written material, either of an historic 
or literary nature. Juniper Hill and Lark 
Rise to Candelford and Three Mile Cross 
and Our Village are two examples of 


the literary connection, while Slad in 
Gloucestershire and Cider with Rosie 
is another. More interesting to this 
reader are some remarkable works of 
local history, exemplified by Foxton 
in Cambridgeshire and The Common 
Stream by schoolmaster, Rowland 
Parker. 


Apart from writing, which it seems 
Tom Fort enjoys for he succeeds in 
conveying enjoyment to his readers, 
he is also keen on cricket and fishing. 
So if a village presents either or both 
of these possibilities, we soon learn 
about them. It is reassuring to know 
that there are still trout in Troutbeck 
and that village cricket survives and 
even flourishes in some places. He also 
tries his hand at bowls in Three Mile 
Cross. But the overriding conclusion 

is that the English village, often the 
response to agricultural requirements in 
earlier centuries, is no longer sustained 
or justified by agriculture. The major 
changes in agriculture which have 
undermined the village occurred in the 
20th century, many about the time of 
the First World War. In some cases, the 
future of the village seems bleak. “To 
flourish” writes Fort, “a village must 
have at least a primary school, a shop, a 
well-used village hall, a pub, preferably 
a recreation ground cherished by an 
active football club and cricket club.” 





SG MAGAZINE 







The conclusion of the book is a brave 
chapter on Secrets of survival in which 





Fort pretends that he has been “put 

in charge of nurturing village life”. He 
becomes the national Cor notional) 
Village Tsar or Commissioner for Rural 
Communities and what he writes 
should be brought to the attention 

of politicians. He would wipe out 
conservation areas (and is mildly 
critical of the dead hand of the National 
Trust); he would encourage house 
building in large existing gardens (back 
land) rather than on village peripheries; 
he would seek ways to encourage local 
builders to work in local materials; 

he is highly critical of major housing 
developers with their uniformity of 
housing so that developments in 

Wick look like those in Penzance; and 
“it would be critical for soeculative 
companies of the likes of Gladman to 
be frozen out of this process”. Finally, 
he would mobilise the reserve army of 
granddads and grannies and retirees to 
helo run the vital aspects of village life 
which are so necessary for the common 
good. 


MIKE DOCKREE 
WINDOWS 


We provide and fit 
-Windows 
-Doors 
-Conservatories 
In a colour of your choice and also 
-replace misty and damaged glass 
-hinges, handles and locks 
We can also give your conservatory roof an 
upgrade both in material and colour. 








We also provide 
and fit: 


-Fascia 
-Soffits 
-Guttering 
-Cladding 


Our windows and conservatories come with a 
comprehensive 10 year guarantee, full 
independent inspection with all certificates 


Mike Dockree has over 30 years’ experience 


For your free quotation 


Ring: 01189724376 


or 07785928190 


Email:madwindows62@gmail.com 





10% discount on windows & doors 
when you quote MAD2017 


Purveyors of High Quality Meats to the Retail and Cotering Trade 
880 and Spit Roast Specialists 


Visit our new website 


www.carlwoodsbutchers.co.uk 


E.H. HAMLEY & SON 


Tel: (0118) 9573894 Builders & Decovators 


Mob: 0774 392 9649 
Email: 


Property repairs a speciality 


14 Sheridan Avenue Caversham Reading RG4 7QD ESTABLISHED OVER 100 YEARS 


























bkg Minced Beef just £24.90 


The finest Local Produce, at surprisingly affordable prices | 
“Free Local Delivery** 


Free Range Shoulder of Pork Just £71,99 


ts 
10 YOU REMEMBER 

















FORCES 
NEWS 








HANNAN 


plans/terrible weather isn’t it?’ kind of 
conversations that so many of those in 
the hair business feel obliged to initiate. 
On the whole, in the seven or eight 
minutes it took Hannah to reduce 

my thatch to manageable proportions, 
we exchanged news about our 
respective dogs. 





| would tell her about Meg’s latest 
displays of anti-social behaviour: scoffing 
a half-eaten sandwich in the Co-op car 
park, chewing the bottom of my fishing 
professionally was her speed. My hair magazine as it came through the letter 
does not require much in the way of box, rolling in fox poo and having to be 
shaping or styling or sculpting. It grows out in the sink for a bath. 

fast and dense and unruly, and - like an 
old hedge full of brambles - has to be 
kept under control. This Hannah did with 


What | most admired about her 


days afterwards. All the time scissor 
blades and razor edges would be flying 
And Hannah would, humorously and half- around my head in a blur of motion, while 
despairingly, relate her animal’s exploits. the silver hair on the floor grew like a 


a On one occasion, | remember, she snow drift. The last time was a couple 
the minimum of fuss. ; ; 
described how it caught a grey squirrel of weeks ago, and after | paid her we 
So we never had the time to get into in and swallowed it, defying her frantic exchanged a hug and | wished her well in 
those ‘have you been anywhere nice/ efforts to extract the wretched animal pastures new. Lucky Lancashire, unhappy 


how was your weekend/got any holiday by the tail, and how sick her pet was for Sonning Common! 


COOK'S 


PATATAS BRAVAS - serves 4 ALBONDIGAS (MEATBALLS) - serves 4 = TORTILLA (SPANISH OMELETTE) - 


serves 2 
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FRING 


Tel: 0118 9723010 
Email: NJCox.plastering@hotmail.com 


282 LANGLEY ARB LTD 


SS ARBORICULTURE SERVICES 


=> ¢ol=1 gum lamO@re)aalaat-lceyt-|m-lalem Plojaal-\-jilommia-(-m-lelae(-1aV/ 


Tree Reductions & Thinning | Hedge & Shrub Trimming 
Arboriculture Consultations | Supply & Planting 


Telephone 0800 0385434 « Mobile 07775 959579 


Email: Enquiries@Langleyarb.com ° www, Langleyarb.com 
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Poor Reception Solved 
Aerials Repaired & Supplied 


TVs - Hung on your 
wall and tuned 





























You can'call us FREE on 


FREE spot & stain remover with every clean || wD aC Tw OZ 
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ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS 


a ad 


DOMESTIC ¥ INDUSTRIAL # COMMERCIAL 


“call today for a free estimate” 


01491 651356 


Www wheelers-electrical.co.uk 


i eee 


Proud members of Sa 
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Where reputation matters 
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Langley Arboriculture Ltd are an 
Environmentally, Friendly Company 
Specialising in Customer Service 
whilst Providing a Professional 
Approach to Modern Tree Surgery. 
All our Staff are Highly Skilled Tree 
experts who know and understand 
your Regional Habitat. 
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Extra TV Points - 


For aerial and Sky (In HD!) 
Sky TV - | 
Also Foreign Language TV 
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ALL MAKES SERVICING 


Caring for all your motoring needs ‘for over 50 years! 


TEXTUREPLUS 


Free Estimates 
Interior & Exterior Decorating 
Artexing & Coving / Solving Artex Problems 
Floor & Wall Tiling / Wallpaper Hanging / Plastering 
Kitchens / Bathrooms / Roof & Guttering Maintenance 
Carpentry — Doors + Architraves + Skirting 
COMPLETE HOME IMPROVEMENTS 
(Quality Comes As Standard) 
30 Years Experience / NHBC Awarded / PPL Insured 
Insurance Work Undertaken 


MOT 


WHILE YOU WAIT... 


Y BOSCH Diagnostics 

¥ Service & Repair 

VY Air Conditioning Service & Re-Gas 
¥ ATA Highly Qualified Technicians 
/Y Free Collection & Delivery 


Based in Sonning Common 


Y Courtesy Cars Available 


Sonning Common Vauxhall 


0118 972 2021 


Peppard Road, Sonning Common, Reading RG4 9SU 


CUSTOMER EXCELLENCE WINNER 


Service Open: Mon-Fri 8am - 6pm ¢ Sat 8.30am - 12.30pm ¢ Sun CLOSED 
www.sonningcommonvauxhall.com 


£10.00or- 


your next MoT on production of this voucher 


GIRL POWER 


Female Electrician 


Local - Honest — Reliable 
Please call Jess 


07870 507749 


for all your 
electrical needs 


THE FUNERAL PEOPLE 


PERSONAL AND PROFESSIONAL SERVICE 

FROM A FIFTH GENERATION FAMILY BUSINESS: 

LATER LIFE PRE-PLANNING, 

BESPOKE TRADITIONAL AND CONTEMPORARY FUNERALS, 
MONUMENTAL MASONS AND BEREAVEMENT CARE 


Www.abwalker.co.uk 
HENLEY 01491 4134364 
READING 0118 957 3650 


CAVERSHAM 0118 94/7/7007 


Funeral Plans * 





Tel: 0118 972 1442 or Mobile: 07880 542363 te fe 
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Sonning Common’s village did not emerge 
until the 19th century, but when Charles | 
fell out with his parliament two centuries 
earlier, the landscape was already dotted 
with larger dwellings: notably the early 
16th century Reddish Manor on Peppard 
Road, and the Blount’s Court estate, then 
owned by the Blounts of Mapledurham. 


Although Peppard Road is now a 
significant route, if it existed in the 1640s 
it was undoubtedly little more than a 
track. The principal route for commerce 
and communication between Reading 
and Oxford lay to the west, a ‘pack road’ 
beginning at Caversham and winding 
north via Wallingford along the route of 
the modern A4074. 


Sonning Commons inhabitants would 
have been surrounded by military 

activity after the outbreak of the First 
Civil War in 1642. To the north, Oxford 
became the King’s headquarters, while 
Wallingford was also garrisoned for 
Charles; three miles to the west, the 
Blounts at Mapledurham House also 
readied themselves to defend the King. To 
the south the Royalist Lord Craven owned 
an estate at Caversham Park (the present 
site of BBC Monitoring). To the east, 
Henley fell under the influence of local 
Parliamentarians, and nearby Greys Court 
was owned by the Parliamentarian family 
Knollys’. Fawley Court and the now lost 
Greenland House were also garrisoned, 


the former for Parliament and the latter 
for the King. Most local action focused on 
Reading, however, which was garrisoned 
throughout the wars but frequently 
changed hands. Although we know little 
of South Oxfordshire’s micro-politics 

at the time, the presence of so many 
significant local players, evenly split across 
the political divide, must have caused 
much local tension. Garrison soldiers were 
frequently billeted on local populations, 
and it is highly likely that some based at 
Reading were allocated bed and board 

in properties to the north. So, whilst not 
directly part of the fighting, Sonning 
Common was surrounded by it and its 
scattered inhabitants in all likelihood left 
out of pocket by the forcible hosting of 
troops. 


Reading’s strategic importance as a 
garrison and its close proximity meant 
that soldiers would have regularly passed 
by or through Sonning Common. In April 
1643 the Earl of Essex reportedly made 

a close pass with his army on his way to 
siege Reading’s then Royalist garrison; 
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shortly afterwards 
King Charles, coming 
to relieve the town, 
quartered at Nettlebed 
with his forces. He 
then moved on to 
Caversham; his route 
is unknown but he 
headquartered at 
Caversham Park, so must also 
have passed very close to Sonning 
Common, if not through it. 





Part 2 will explain how the wars affected 
nearby Henley-on-Thames, and its volatile 
relations with neighbouring Reading. For 
part 2 I'm planning a piece about Henley 
and its frequent skirmishes with Reading; 
part 3 (and possibly a part 4), will be about 
the various garrisons of Reading and the 
proliferation of troops in the local area. 


Key: 
(R) = Royalist 
(P) = Parliament 
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Church news 
“FHLERS-ANLOS SYNDROME 


My name is Charlotte, | am 19 years old 
and have lived in Sonning Common all my 
life, attending Sonning Common Primary 
School and Chiltern Edge. | enjoy singing 
and playing the recorder, cooking and 


Ehlers-Danlos syndrome (or EDS) is a 
genetic disorder in which the structure 
of connective tissue is abnormal 
because of a gene mutation. This means 
that tissues throughout the body are 
abnormally fragile and hyper-extensible. 
Typically, people with EDS have stretchy 
skin, loose and flexible joints and fragile 
body tissues, both inside and out. 
People with EDS can suffer regular joint 
dislocations, fragile skin which bruises 
and scars easily, chronic fatigue, heart 
problems, gastrointestinal difficulties 
and chronic pain. It often takes a long 
time before diagnosis and EDS is often 
misdiagnosed or dismissed. 


Since my diagnosis in September 2016, 
| have found help and support from 
Ehlers-Danlos Support UK (www.ehlers- 
danlos.org), the only EDS charity in 





A Parish concert was held at St John the 
Baptist Church, Kidmore End, on Sunday / 
May. Several pieces were performed by 
the church choir with visiting singers from 
Christ the King Church, Sonning Common, 
under the direction of Frances Brewitt- 
Taylor, Musical Director at St John’s. 


crafts. | also have Ehlers-Danlos syndrome. 


the country. Their aim is to help people 
with EDS, like me, to live a full, active 
and positive life. EDS UK believes that 
nobody should be left to fight on their 
own and that every person with EDS 
should have access to the appropriate 
medical services and care. They also 
fund vital research to further understand 
EDS, including research to identify the 
gene responsible and to work towards 
a cure. 


In March, | took part in a concert at St 
John the Baptist church, Kidmore End, 
to raise money for EDS UK and parish 
funds. Under the direction of Frances 


Soloists from the Parish also performed on 
a variety of instruments including organ, 
piano, recorder, trombone and ukulele. 
There were solo singers too, and the Rector 
of Kidmore End & Sonning Common, Revd 
James Stickings, made his singing debut in 
the Parish. 





Brewitt-Taylor, organist and musical 


director at St John’s, | sang a number of 
classical, folk and operatic duets with 
my mother, Karen. Frances also played 
some fantastic organ pieces. We were 
very pleased with the support from the 
community and congregation and the 
concert raised over £700! | will continue 
to fund raise in whatever way | can to 
support the work of EDS UK and to raise 
awareness of this disabling condition 


Watch this space for more events to raise 
awareness and funds for this condition 
which affects many young people. @ 





MEDLEY FOR MAY GONGERT 


The concert was very well-attended and 
enjoyed by all. Tea and cakes were served 
and a retiring collection in aid of Parish 
funds raised over £800. 


It was a wonderful occasion and a great 
way to showcase the considerable talent in 
the Parish and local villages. @ 
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Can you spare and hour or two of precious time 
per month to join a happy band of volunteers 
that is in dire need of some new recruits? Age 
is no barrier and this free healthy therapy can 
be a real bonus for you, your loved ones and for 
our lovely village! We are frequently stopped 
and asked questions by members of the public 
when we are working on the flower beds in the 
centre of the village and the following 
information might enable you to feel you would 
like to come and join us! Come on! Give it a try! 
We are a group of about 25 volunteers of mixed 
ages and sexes and you will be welcomed by all 
with open arms. 


Why do you volunteer? 

We want to make the most of the assets 
we have in the village and enhance our 
green spaces. It can be very satisfying 
to be part of a group that gets on 

with practical work and the results are 
usually welcomed by all. The amount of 
time required is very manageable and it 
can be a therapeutic experience to work 
and laugh alongside a group of people 
with common interests. We all have an 
input and share ideas. 
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When do you meet? 

We meet for one hour between 10 

and llam on the first Sunday and third 
Thursday each month. You do not need 
to commit in advance and we meet 
outside the Village Hall. All we ask is 
that people just commit to whatever 
they are able to do. We welcome people 
who would be willing to be responsible 
for watering or keeping up a tub or bed 
- or any small job! 


Do I need to know about plants? 


No. Some people cannot tell the 
difference between a Dahlia and a 
Dandelion but there is always someone 
on hand to help You will learn as you go 
and it is good fun. .We welcome anyone 
who is interested and we usually work in 
groups on the various beds 


What about tools and equipment? 


Most people chose to bring their own 
tools but we also have a selection of 
tools in our garden store that can be 
borrowed. 


How are you funded. 


We have some funding from the 
Parish Council and also some from 
local business. We have also received 
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YOUR VILLAGE GARDENERS NEED YOU 


generous donations from individuals, 
donors and organisations. , We usually 
have two big planting days- a bulb 
planting day in the autumn anda 
summer planting on the first Sunday in 
June. These are always good fun! 


There are many changes in the pipeline 
in regard to the development of the 
centre of the village. As a group we 
are committed to ensuring that we 
continue to work towards enhancing 
our local environment to ensure that 
members of the community derive great 
pleasure from seeing the changing 
planting and the care given. We 

get a lot of compliments but would 
dearly love some more manpower 

to help us continue to make Sonning 
Common a place that takes pride in its 
surroundings and community. 


If you would like to find out more please 
come and speak to us on our gardening 
days or contact Joan Grummant at 
joangrummant@gmail.com or the 
magazine editor and give your details. 


Go on! Be Daring and give it atry!! © 


JOAN GRUMMANT 
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DIARY DATES ADVERTISERS DIRECTURY 


A B Walker & Sons Ltd Milo Technical Support 35 


AUGUST 


Saturday 12 Saturday 2 Mike Dockree Windows 26 
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The FISH Volunteer Centre runs regular door-to-door shopping trips to Tesco in Henley every Monday morning and to Henley Waitrose, 


SEPTEMBER 


Funeral Directors 
Adams Cars 9 


Services Ltd 


Henley Farmers Market, Morrisons in Reading and Reading Town Centre every month. 


(Computers) 


(Dry Carpet Cleaning) 


The programme of shopping and leisure trips for each month is published and distributed on 20th of the preceding month and 
bookings are taken from that date. Copies of the programme are available the FISH Volunteer Centre, Sonning Common Library, the 
Christian Community Action shop, Pet Country Supplies and on request from Carson’s Chemist. The monthly programme of trips is 

posted on noticeboards in both Peppard and Sonning Common. 


Details of all minibus trips can also be found on the FISH website www.fishvolunteercentre.co.uk 
For more information and to book any trip call 0118 972 3986 any weekday between 09.30 and 11.30 a.m. @ 


Over 200 happy customers in 
sonning Common. 


Carpenter & Joiner 
Wide range of high-quality carpentry 
services delivered by skilled craftsman 


Built-In Wardrobes, Cupboards, Shelving. 
Kitchen Fitting, Doors, Floors, Windows, 
Stairs, Roof Construction. 


Telephone Steve on 0118 972 3602 


12 Newfield Road Telephone 0118 972 3059 
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* MANICURE * PEDICURE * ORGANIC FACIALS 
* MD FORMULATIONS GLYCOLIC PEELS 
*WAXING * LASHAND BROW TREATMENTS 
° SPRAY TANNING * MAKE-UP * MASSAGE 
¢* BRIDAL HOLIDAY AND MUM-TO-BE PACKAGES AVAILABLE 


Gift Vouchers Available 
Some reduced price treatments available each 


| 34 | or 07887 653866 


Cr 


week please ring to check availablity 





) Functional Sonning Common Health Centre 


Wood Lane, Sonning Common, 


AS Physio Reading, RG4 9SW 


‘A & Pilates 








) Back & Neck pain ) Shoulder Injuries 

» Muscle / Joint Strains ) Post-Operative Rehabilitation 

) Ligament Sprain » Pre / Post Natal Exercise Autoservices Ltd. 
y 


» Sports Injuries » Respiratory Conditions Tel: 01189 724036 
) Whiplash Injuries ) Lower Limb & Foot Problems 

» Appointments available every day Jo Pereira MCSP C a Pp D4 

-») Pilates classes throughout the week Catherine Matthews MCSP eee O mM p et I t ive f [ C e S 


Chartered Physiotherapists 


T: 01189 722 745 
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@functionalphysio.co.uk www.functionalphysio.co.uk ewe E xCcCe e n t S e rvi C e 


unctional Physio are Chartered Physiotherapists registered 
ealth Professions Council and are recognised by all major 
ance companies, including Bupa and Axa PPP. 


Servicing and Repairs on any make 


Tyres @ Batteries ¢ Exhausts 


MOT @ Car Sales 


Mike Farina Auto Services Ltd, 


21 Sedgewell Road, Sonning Common, 
Reading, RG4 9TA 


SARTO Hartin Your Long Established Local Garage 





PERSONAL TRAINER 
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nutrition advice, please contact Tereena: 
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Fi Find us on: 
| Demual¢et-lat-Mateladlal@ Zl alelenerone] B : facebook. 
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Cartes 
nse! ae 
£40 John Lewis voucher or 
£40 donation to Sue Ryder Care 


with each pre-paid funeral plan taken out on production of this advert 


Tel: (01491) 573370 


www.tomalins.co.uk tomalin@btconnect.com 


Anderson House, 38 Reading Road, Henley-on-Thames, RG9 1AG 


Fed Up With Call Centres y Kollam Mole] mivoleyi late M&e) ie] oral ans 


Barrs Insurance 


Mark & Helen Richards 
Your Local Insurance Brokers 
For The Unusual & The Usual 


Let Us Take Care Of Your Insurance 
¢ House & Contents * Business « Liabilities 


ROOFING PROBLEMS? 


¢Flat roofs — all types ¢Dormer & Velux windows 
of long term systems ¢Upve sofits & fascias 
¢Slate/tile work Insurance backed 


Travel * Landlords + Professional Indemnity *Chimneystack works guarantees 
Horse * Shops « Sickness / Accident Re-roofs ¢Free quotations 


Commercial / Unusual Vehicle 


Lead works *CHAS Registered “Pac 


If It’s Not listed We Still Can Help . 
All Types Of Insurance Enquiries Welcome pene pals SulN y= 


0118 924 2603 Bondright Roofing Services 


mail: info@barrs-insurances.co.uk 
www .barrs-insurance.co.uk 


Freephone: 0800 1692361 or Henley 01491 579659 


Unit 2, Kidby’s Yard, Kennylands Road, Sonning Common RG4 9JT www.bondrightroofing.co.uk admin@bondrightroofing.co.uk 


Authorised and Regulated by FCA 





Mercurial Systems Ltd. 


